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Verona High School Students: 

 
Part of the historic mission of public education has been to teach students the importance of 
their identity as citizens of the United States of America, including the rights and 
responsibilities that come with living in a democracy. Voting is both a fundamental right and a 
primary responsibility of citizenship, and is part of the system of checks and balances in our 
government that guarantee both our liberty and our security and more importantly, our 
citizenship. Unfortunately, voter turnout levels in the U.S. are continuing to decline, with 
young people the least likely to vote on Election Day. 

 
A new law in New Jersey is designated to directly engage 16 & 17-year old high school students 
in the voting process in the very best way possible: by allowing them to serve as greeters in 
polling places on Election Day or be trained to serve as election board workers. 

 
Election board workers are the citizens that administer the polling places on Election Day. For 
example, assisting voters at the sign-in table, taking the voting authority ticket before entering 
the poll to vote and assisting voters with any aspect of the voting process. A student serving at 
the polls becomes engaged in the election process w h i l e  developing an understanding of 
the importance of participation in the political process. The law requires that permission be 
granted by the student’s school, and by the student’s parent or guardian (see attached form). 

 
A 2-hour training session is mandatory for district poll workers, but student greeters need no 
training. All students are limited to hours of service in accordance with NJ Child Labor Laws. 
As such, when polls are open from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., as in the case in this November 8, 
2016 General Election, the day will be split between two sessions. One from 6:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. and the second from 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Under NJ law, each student who serves a half 
day will be paid $100.00 (payable 30 days after election day). Transportation for students to 
and from the polls is the responsibility of the student/parent and cannot be provided by 
municipal or county elections offices. 

We, as election officials are looking forward to students participating in the electoral process. 

Please feel free to contact my office (973-239-3220) or the County Board of Elections (973-621- 

5070) with any questions you may have. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jennifer Kiernan 
Municipal Clerk 
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